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Yolo Children’s Status Report 

Ensuring ALL 
Our Children 
have a Caring Home
Second in a series of reports on the status of children in Yolo County

Child Abuse Prevention Month, April, 2010
Each April, our nation stops and reexamines what we are doing to ensure that all our children are raised in safe and caring homes.  How does Yolo County compare statewide in child abuse and neglect figures?  What factors are present when abuse and neglect happens in Yolo County?  What systems are in place to help families whose life’s pressures impinge on judgment and actions?  How do we care for children when the courts determine that their birth home is not a safe place? 
What the Yolo County Numbers Say

While one child in foster care is too many, Yolo County is doing better than the state averages in most indicators.  
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ALLEGATIONS
In 2009, the Yolo County Office of Child Welfare received 2025 allegations of abuse and neglect. This represents an allegation rate 10% less than what is found overall in California.
  Allegations are reported by law enforce​ment, education, counselors, health and other professionals, family, friends and neighbors, in that order of prevalence.
SUBSTANTIATIONS
Yolo County Department of Child Welfare Services substantiated abuse or neglect for 355 children in 2008.  Yolo County mirrors statewide trends, with general neglect as the primary allegation (57%) followed by physical abuse, emotional abuse, sexual abuse and severe neglect. Many cases consist of multiple types of abuse allegations. The majority of substantiated child abuse allegations are related to parental substance abuse
.
Foster Placement

When a child’s safety issues cannot be resolved through services, a child is placed into foster care.  In this area, Yolo has greater success of placement than many counties.
  From summer 2008-summer 2009 Yolo County placed 152 children into local foster care homes.  (Entries as a percent of substantiation for 2008, Yolo=42.8, California =33.6) Yolo County has slightly more children living in foster care than statewide rates (Yolo County: 7% vs. CA: 6%).  But when a child leaves the system, they are less like to reenter.
   
Yolo programs that help 
Yolo County has a strong and collaborative network of government agencies and nonprofit organizations which assist families during times of stress.  Please see list on reverse side.
Yolo resources
CommuniCare Health Centers is a private, non-profit health care organization offering comprehensive and outpatient substance abuse treatment including perinatal day treatment and functional family therapy.  They also provide primary medical and dental services, vision care, health education and outreach services.  They are located in Davis, Woodland, Esparto and West Sacramento. (530) 753-3498, www.communicarehc.org
Families First/EMQ offers mental health treatment, foster care services and social services that help families recover from trauma, abuse and addiction. They provide a number of support services for foster families including a foster and kinship support group, Parent Child Interactive Therapy (PCIT), Floortime Therapy and respite child care.  They also run the Yolo Crisis Nursery. (530) 753-0220 www.familiesfirstinc.org
First 5 Yolo funds a number of programs across the county and raises awareness of the challenges and opportunities facing our increasingly diverse community of children, ages 0-5, and their families. (530) 669-2475 www.first5yolo.org
Progress House, Inc. offers gender specific and coeducational substance abuse treatment programs including residential programs, outpatient counseling at various levels of intensity, transitional living for men and women, and the ability for children to accompany their parent throughout treatment. (530)626-9240. www.progresshouseinc.org
RISE, Inc. supports rural families in the Capay Valley through a comprehensive safety net of support services including a local food bank, a clothes/coat closet, after school programs, counseling for children/families, and youth development initiatives. RISE also operates a "Universal Early Learning Center", a free infant through pre-Kinder child development program for children in the Capay Valley. (530) 787-4110.
Woodland Community College Foster and Kinship Care Education program serves Yolo County foster parents, kinship/relative care providers, and individuals interested in becoming foster parents or in adopting a child. (530) 661-5772 or www.yolofostercare.com 
Yolo County Children’s Alliance leads the Yolo Children’s Health Initiative, an initiative to assist parents to enroll their children in low-cost or no-cost health insurance; the Step by Step / Paso a Paso intensive home visiting program which provides emotional and practical support to pregnant women and to challenged or overburdened families of newborns; and Essential Services for West Sacramento, an initiative to serve the community of West Sacramento more intensively with a myriad of supportive family services including health insurance, weekly fresh fruits and vegetables distribution, Food Stamps enrollment and more.  YCCA also serves as the Child Abuse Prevention Council for Yolo County. (530) 757-5558 or toll free (866) 607-4030, www.YoloKids.org 
Yolo Crisis Nursery functions as a safe haven where parents may voluntarily place their children for short term care in times of turmoil to allow them time to focus on resolving a crisis. (530) 758-6680; or toll free-(877) 543-7752. www.emqff.org/services/yolo_nursery.shtml
Yolo County Department of Alcohol, Drug, and Mental Health Services provides a range of alcohol and drug prevention and treatment services.  The department also provide a range of mental health services to community members of all ages, including adults, children, and youth. Services are provided to families through outpatient clinics and regional resource centers in Woodland, West Sacramento, and Davis, school-based sites, and through a network of community agencies and independent providers. 24-Hour CRISIS and ACCESS toll free (888) 965-6647, www.yolocounty.org 
Yolo County Department of Employment and Social Services (DESS) oversees Child Welfare Services (CWS).  CWS serves Yolo County children of all ages.  Any child reported to the County who is suspected to be endangered by abuse, neglect or exploitation shall be eligible for initial intake and evaluation of risk services. (530) 669-2345 or toll free 1-888-400-0022.  www.yolocounty.org 
Yolo County Foster Family Association (YCFFA) is comprised of concerned county licensed foster parents, relative caregivers, and caring professionals working together to improve the lives of children placed through Child Protective Services in local foster homes.  Members bring awareness to the issues of local children in foster care, raise funds and organize opportunities for families and their children to interact socially at holiday parties, picnics, and local excursions.  Contact YCFFA President Wendy Lewis for more information: (530) 231-5377, wlewisYCFFA@gmail.com. 
Yolo Family Resource Center operates as a one-stop service hub bringing together program resources to help children and families find the services and support that they need. Their staff is bilingual and they offer both supportive services such as parenting classes, enrollment in health insurance and homelessness prevention assistance and clinical services such as professional child and family counselors.  (530) 406-7221, http://yolofrc.org
Yolo Family Services Agency provides professional counseling services to families and individuals in Yolo County. (530)662-2211 or http://yfsa.net 
Yolo Wayfarer Center provides programs to meet the emergency housing and food needs of families.  (530) 661-1218
 (530)757-5558 or (866)607-4030   www.yolokids.org
Working together to improve the lives of children, youth and families in our communities.
Protective Factors





Nurturing & Attachment


…with their newborn. 


Knowledge of parenting and of  child and youth development


Parental Resilience Support and skills for managing stress makes parents better able to cope with day-to-day challenges.


Social connections�When parents have the opportunity to interact with, learn from, and seek the support of other adults, their children benefit.


Concrete Basic Supports 


When parents are not employed or face other challenges, they may need assistance in order to provide adequate food, clothing, housing, and medical care for their children. 


Strengthening Families and Communities: 2010 Resource Guide




















The majority of substantiated child abuse allegations are related to parental substance abuse


Yolo County Department of Employment and Social Services, February 2010








� Allegations in Yolo County were 44.3/1000 resident children vs.  48.7/1000 statewide.  Needell, B., Webster, D., Armijo, M., Lee, S., Dawson, W., Magruder, J., Exel, M., Glasser, T., Williams, D., Zimmerman, K., Simon, V., Putnam-Hornstein, E., Frerer, K., Cuccaro-Alamin, S., Lou, C., Peng, C., Holmes, A. & Moore, M. (2010). Child Welfare Services Reports for California. Retrieved 3/12/2010, from University of California at Berkeley Center for Social Services Research website. URL: <http://cssr.berkeley.edu/ucb_childwelfare>


� Collins, Maryfrances,  Assistant Director, Yolo County Department of Employment and Social Services, “Child Abuse and Neglect in Yolo County:  Updated February 2010”


� In 2008, Yolo County had 42.8% entries into care as a percent of substantiation whereas in California the rate was 33.6%.  Source:  Needall et al.


� Yolo County has a significantly lower percentage of substantiated cases that exit and then re-enter the child welfare system (2.8%) at a later time than the statewide rate (4.1%).  








