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Yolo County Records More Substantiated Cases of Child Abuse than 

California’s Statewide Average
Dire Statistics Show More Support is Needed for Local Programs to 
Combat Abuse and Neglect and Show Kids More Love and Care 
(Davis, CA) — The designation of April as National Child Abuse Prevention Month will take on particular significance in Yolo County where the rate of known child abuse cases has continued to exceed the statewide average.  In 2009, Yolo County had a far greater rate of substantiated cases of child abuse from child welfare referrals than the statewide average – 42.8 percent versus 33.6 percent in California.  However of those substantiated cases, Yolo County made positive inroads in recording a significantly lower percentage of cases that subsequently re-entered the child welfare system  – 2.8 percent versus 4.1 percent statewide.  While Yolo County Child Welfare Services attributes the majority of child neglect and abuse calls to parental drug use, there’s no doubt the impact of the recession is a contributing factor.  

“With more people falling on hard times in this economy, it is vitally important our community come together to prevent child abuse and neglect, made worse by the additional stress endured by families who have lost their homes, jobs, health insurance and so much of what they have worked for in their lives,” observed Helen Thomson, chair, Yolo County Board of Supervisors and chair of the Yolo County Children’s Alliance and Child Abuse Prevention Council.  “Let April as Child Abuse Awareness Month serve as a reminder that every one of us can play a role in bringing an end to child abuse and providing a safer, more loving environment for all children.”

The non-profit Yolo County Children’s Alliance and Child Abuse Prevention Council (YCCA) works tirelessly to stop child abuse and neglect by collaborating with family members, community volunteers, churches and more than 45 public and private organizations that provide health and education and social services for children.  Through this partnership, YCCA helps ensure resources are available to children who are at risk or have experienced abuse.  It also works to raises public awareness about child abuse prevention, intervention and treatment by distributing educational materials and holding communitywide events.

“Parents who previously never needed support are now without money to pay their bills; and all too often, take their frustrations out on their children,” added Katie Villegas, executive director of the YCCA.  “We know that desperate times and increased poverty lead to food and shelter insecurities.  While unfortunately we can’t solve the problem for everyone, YCCA is doing what it can to help those in need.” 
In addition to many other helpful services, the YCCA’s West Sacramento Office offers a food distribution program funded by First 5 Yolo to West Sacramento residents in conjunction with the Yolo County Food Bank and Kaiser Permanente.  The YCCA food program operates every Friday between 11:30 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. at Alyce Norman Elementary at 1200 Anna Street, Room 20:
· Free fresh fruits and vegetables (Fridays only).

· Assistance with free or low-cost health insurance enrollment

· Assistance with food stamps applications

· Assistance with free and reduced price school lunch and breakfast applications

· Assistance with special school milk program

· Assistance with the Women Infants Children Program (WIC)

Other food distribution and nutrition programs throughout the region can be found by visiting the Yolo County Food Bank at www.foodbankyc.org.

“We are partnering where we can and using the resources we have to help families in need in an effort to reduce the potential for child neglect and abuse, but we need the community’s help and support,” added Villegas.  “People can get involved by contributing to YCCA and truly making a difference in a child’s life.”
On March 31, YCCA will be raising money through a unique event and the public is encouraged to attend.  The Yolo County Celebrity Fashion Show will feature many area elected officials, community and business leaders and showcase fashions from area boutiques and clothiers available for purchase. The event, featuring hearty appetizers and local wines, will take place from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. at the West Sacramento City Hall Galleria.  Tickets are $40 per person and sponsorships are available.  Make your reservations by calling (530) 757-5558 or by visiting the YCCA Web site at www.yolokids.org.







# # #
The Yolo County Children’s Alliance and Child Abuse Prevention Council is a non-profit organization committed to improving the health and well-being of Yolo County children, youth and their families. The 45-member alliance represents Yolo County agencies, community-based organizations, parents and individuals, who are all energetic advocates for children and youth. 
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