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Children who have health insurance generally have better health throughout their childhood and into their teens.
 
They are more likely to:
Receive needed shots that prevent disease;
Get treatment for recurring illnesses such as ear infections and asthma;
Get preventative care to keep them well;
Avoid use of emergency rooms for preventable illness; 
Get sick less often; and
Get the treatment they need when they are sick.
www.InsureKidsNow.gov
)
MORE CHILDREN HAVE HEALTH INSURANCE…AND STILL MORE TO ENROLL
The 2007 California Health Interview Survey estimates that 95.9% percent of Yolo children 0-18 have insurance.[footnoteRef:1]  The approximately 2600 remaining uninsured children come mostly from working families whose employers do not offer family health benefits.  Fortunately, many of these families qualify for no-cost and low-cost health insurance programs. These programs are available for most families earning less than the 300% of the federal poverty level (which would be $66,150 per year for a family of four)[footnoteRef:2].   The programs are MediCal, Healthy Kids, Healthy Families, and the Kaiser Child Health Plan. [1:  At a 95% confidence level. ]  [2:  According to the U.S. Census Bureau’s 2008 American Community Survey, there are 40,399 families in Yolo County and of those, 16,088 (39.8%) have an annual income of $60,000 or less.] 

In 2006 Yolo enrollment efforts were ramped up with the launch of the Yolo Children’s Health Initiative (YCHI) and the formation of the Yolo County Health Insurance Coordinating Committee (HICC). Since launch, the percent of children enrolled in public programs grew 14% (from 14,998 to 17,130) countywide.  Of these, eighty-five percent of children are Latino.
First 5 Yolo surveyed all families registering their child for the kindergarten in fall 2009.  In this survey, 97.3% reported that their child was insured.  Similarly, agencies funded by First 5 Yolo found 97% of their children were insured.  These data support the success of local enrollment efforts.  They also reveal an estimated 1375 remaining Yolo children lack insurance.
COMPASS UNIVERSAL APPLICATION SYSTEM
Yolo County now boasts a powerful new online tool to screen families for health insurance eligibility.  Through a partnership with First 5 Yolo, YCCA contracted with Vistalogic to create COMPASS (Community Outreach Multi-Program Application Submittal System), an online database, application, and case management tool.  It screens families for eligibility for Medi-Cal, Healthy Families, Yolo Healthy Kids, Kaiser Child Health Plan as well as other programs (food stamps, free and reduced school lunches, a special milk program, home energy and weatherization assistance, the Earned Income Tax Credit).  COMPASS can be accessed through any internet connection (link from www.yolokids.org or www.vistalogic.net/CompassHelps/) and at kiosks at the Department of Employment and Social Services offices in Woodland and West Sacramento and public libraries.  Since its launch in the Spring of 2009, COMPASS has been used to screen 1067 families with 1841 children.
While anyone can use COMPASS, Certified Application Assistants (CAAs) are available throughout Yolo County to assist families with the application process. CAAs use COMPASS to enter case notes, track status of applications, conduct periodic follow-ups and assess family utilization and satisfaction. The database allows staff and partners to track outcomes used for program evaluation and reporting.  
CERTIFIED APPLICATION ASSISTERS (CAAS)
To successfully enroll children, CAAs help families overcome stigma, language barriers, fears and misinformation.   The bilingual CAAs ensure applications are complete and then make sure that families understand how to get preventive as well as urgent care.  
The CAAs from eight organizations in all areas of the county gather monthly to learn and coordinate their efforts. This Health Insurance Coordinating Committee provides peer-support, information sharing, education and service coordination.   Thanks to a 2010-2011 Children’s Health Insurance Program Reauthorization Act (CHIPRA) grant four new CAAs positions have been created to serve through RISE, CommuniCare, the Yolo Family Resource Center and YCCA. 
	Certified Application Assisters in Yolo County

	Organization
	Service Area

	RISE, Inc.
	Capay Valley, Esparto, Madison, Winters

	River Delta Unified
	Clarksburg

	Yolo County Children's Alliance  
	Davis, West Sacramento, Woodland 

	CommuniCare Health Centers 
	Davis, Woodland, West Sacramento

	Yolo Family Resource Center
	Knights Landing, Woodland

	Migrant Education
	Winters, Woodland

	Woodland JUSD
	Woodland

	Winters Healthcare Foundation
	Winters



UTILIZATION OF HEALTH INSURANCE
YCCA calls families six months after enrollment to ensure that the family understands and is accessing health services.  Virtually 100% of the 740 called had established a regular place to take their child for medical care.  Of the 89 families of young children (ages 0-5) surveyed, a full 96% had seen a doctor for a well-child visit.  Utilization of dental and vision were less than recommended for preventive care.   Mental and behavioral health services were underutilized based on normal distribution of need.
______________________________________________________________________________
The Yolo County Children’s Alliance was established in 2002 by a resolution of the Yolo County Board of Supervisors as a way of addressing a number of community concerns that impact children and their families.  Its mission is to assess, coordinate and act to strengthen and support the continuum of prevention, intervention, and rehabilitation services and resources for children, youth and their families. One of its three programs is the Children's Health Initiative which is working so that every child in Yolo County will have health insurance and access to quality, affordable health care services including mental health services, dental health services, vision services and prescription services. 
(530)757-5558 or (866)607-4030
www.yolokids.org 
Working together to improve the lives of children, youth and families in our communities.
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